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Abstract 



A coating composition comprising (A) a fluid silica precursor 
obtained by polycondensation of at least one alkoxysilane 
through hydrolysis in the presence of an acid catalyst, (B) a 
basic compound containing at least one from groups of basic 
hydroxyl groups and basic nitrogen atoms, which forms a 
0.1N aqueous solution having a pH of 1 1 or above and 
exhibits a vapor pressure of 1 .3kPa or below at 100 DEG C, 
and (C) an organic compound which has a boiling point of 
100 DEG C or above and is compatible with the fluid silica 
precursor (A), characterized in that the amount of the basic 
compound (B) (in terms of the total molar amount of basic 
hydroxyl groups and basic nitrogen atoms ) is 0.0015 to 0.5 
mol per mol of Si contained in the precursor (A). This 
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composition can form, on a substrate, a porous smca tnin 
layer having a low refractive index, a high light 
transmittance, and high strengths. 
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